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Migration from Eastern Europe – particularly Poland - has played an important role in
Herefordshire’s population growth since the expansion of the European Union in 2004. There
were 12,250 people who were born outside the UK living in Herefordshire in the 2011 Census,
over half of whom had arrived after 2004. Several thousand seasonal workers travel to the
county’s farms each summer, many of whom return year after year.
There isn’t a single robust and up-to-date source of information on the local population from this
part of the world. This document summarises what we do know using relevant data on ethnicity,
identity and language.

There were 100 people born in Ukraine living in Herefordshire in March 2021, and
almost 6,500 from neighbouring or relevant countries.
The Office for National Statistics have recently published preliminary counts from the 2021
Census to help planning of the local and national emergency response to the Russian invasion of
Ukraine.
The table shows the number of people living in Herefordshire recorded in the 2021 Census who
were born in Ukraine or neighbouring or relevant countries: a total of 6,600, most (49%) of whom
are from Poland, followed by (27%) from Romania. The other columns include data from other
local sources to provide further insight.
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Around 0.3% of all people born in these countries who are now living in England and Wales are
living in Herefordshire – which falls within the top 30% of all 331 local authorities in England and
Wales (ranked in order from the highest to lowest proportion).
Note that these figures have not yet been through all of the ONS’ census processing and quality
assurance. The final census estimates will change. It should be noted, that for some people, their
country of birth is not necessarily the same as their nationality or national identity. Furthermore,
these figures may exclude children who were born in the UK to nationals of these countries.
According to the School Census, the first language of around 1,400 (6%) school children is
Ukrainian or of a neighbouring or relevant country. Most (61%) of whom speak Polish, followed by
Romanian (13%) and Lithuanian (10%).

Farms expect to employ an additional several hundred seasonal workers from
Ukraine’s neighbours this summer
Herefordshire’s farms rely on seasonal workers from this part of the world with the majority who
come from Bulgaria and Romania. The remaining workers largely come from non-EU countries,
including Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, Moldova, Barbados and Nepal.

It is likely that Polish people still make up the largest non UK-born group in
Herefordshire, but the Romanian population has grown substantially in the last
decade
All of the data on ethnicity, country of birth and language from 2011 indicated that people from
Poland and Lithuania made up the largest non UK-born groups in Herefordshire. The preliminary
2021 data combined with local administrative data suggests that people from Romania are likely
to make up the second biggest group, after Poland.
According to the 2011 Census:


Of the 12,250 county residents who were born outside the UK, 53% arrived after the
expansion of the EU in 2004. Nationally this figure was 40%, which highlights how much
more of an impact the recent migration had had locally.



People of ‘white: other’ origin (i.e. not British; Irish; Gypsy or Irish Traveller) made up the
largest single minority group in the county: 3.9% of the population, and this group grew the
most rapidly over the decade to 2011. This proportion was amongst the highest third
across all authorities in the country. Just over five thousand residents in 2011 (2.8%) were
born in countries that joined the EU after 2004 (which includes all of Ukraine’s neighbours,
except for Russia, Belarus and Moldova) - over half (3,000) from Poland.



There were 6,600 people (aged 3+) whose main language was not
English. Polish was the first language of 44% of them, followed
by 8% Lithuanian. At that time, Romanian was the first
language of only 2%.
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If you need help to understand this document, or would like it in another
format or language, please contact us on 01432 261944 or e-mail
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